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The data presented herein represent monthly statistics of traffic stops and searches by driver’s
race for each Rhode Island jurisdiction between October 1, 2004 and December 31, 2004. It is
important to remember that this data is preliminary and has not yet been compared to an
appropriate benchmark, against which we could begin to understand if racial disparity exists in
traffic stops. Future analysis will begin to assess the validity of different comparison populations
to best approximate the demographic composition of roadways in particular jurisdictions.

Between October 1, 2004 and December 31, 2004, 64,467 traffic stop data cards from 38
municipal jurisdictions and the Rhode Island State Police were recorded. Of the cards submitted
63,372 were used for the calculations seen in Table 1 (complete race and month information) and
60,274 were used for the calculations seen in Table 2 (complete race, month and search
information) and 57,759 were used for the calculations in Table 3 (complete race, month and
frisk information). This represents roughly a 10% error rate for traffic stop forms missing
necessary data.

Although the data contained in this report continue to be preliminary, there are a number of
findings that are worth note.

*  White drivers make up approximately 82% of those stopped, Black drivers make up
nearly 7.5% of those stopped, Hispanic drivers make up 8% of those stopped and
Native American, Asian and other drivers comprise the remaining 2.5% of those
stopped. Note: Stops include motor vehicle stops, investigation stops and motorist
assists.

* Approximately 3% of vehicle stops resulted in a search of the driver, passengers, or the
vehicle in the last three months of 2004.

*  Once stopped, Black and Hispanic drivers were disproportionately more likely to
experience searches than White, Asian, or Native American drivers. Statewide, during
this quarter 7.0% of Black and 6.2% of Hispanic drivers were searched compared to




only 2.9% of White drivers (Table 2). It is important to note that all searches incident
to a lawful arrest were not considered to be discretionary and therefore were not
included in this analysis. Discretionary searches include searches based on probable
cause, reasonable suspicion, inventory/tow, terry-frisks, plain view or odor of
drugs/alcohol.

Once stopped, Black and Hispanic drivers were also disproportionately more likely to
experience frisks than White, Asian, or Native American drivers. Statewide, during
this quarter 7.3% of Black and 6.1% of Hispanic drivers were searched compared to
only 2.7% of White drivers (Table 3). It is important to note that all searches incident
to a lawful arrest were not considered to be discretionary and therefore were not
included in this analysis.

The possession of contraband does not appear to fully explain the racial disparities in
searches between Black, Hispanic and White drivers. When searched, approximately
27% of White drivers who are searched are found with contraband compared to 30% of
Black drivers, and 23.5% of Hispanic drivers (Table 4). As with the previous two
tables, searches incident to a lawful arrest were not considered to be discretionary and
therefore were not included in this analysis.
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Appendix: Reason for the Stop by Race

White Non-White

Number Investigation MV Motorist Number of  Investigation MV Violation = Motorist

of Stops stops Violation Assist stops Stops Assist
Full State 52,026 5.0% 89.7% 4.9% 11,646 8.2% 85.5% 5.7%
State Police 7,788 1.6% 84.7% 13.3% 2,216 1.8% 82.7% 15.1%
Barrington 690 1.6% 95.5% 2.8% 32 6.5% 87.1% 6.5%
Bristol 1,447 7.2% 89.6% 2.8% 63 9.8% 86.9% 3.3%
Burillville 725 8.6% 88.6% 2.5% 27 11.5% 76.9% 11.5%
Central Falls 319 9.6% 87.3% 2.9% 417 7.3% 91.5% 1.3%
Charlestown 617 4.7% 93.6% 1.4% 48 6.4% 91.5% 2.1%
Coventry 1,463 4.8% 92.7% 2.3% 76 13.3% 85.3% 1.3%
Cranston 1,716 6.2% 89.2% 4.2% 716 7.1% 87.9% 4.7%
Cumberland 1,166 7.1% 84.5% 7.9% 172 8.6% 80.2% 10.7%
E. Greenwich 472 7.9% 85.7% 5.8% 46 4.4% 80.0% 13.3%
E. Providence | 2,932 10.5% 84.3% 4.3% 971 8.4% 80.2% 10.7%
Foster 90 5.7% 84.1% 9.1% 8 12.5% 87.5% 0.0%
Glocester 790 1.2% 97.3% 1.0% 21 4.8% 95.2% 0.0%
Hopkinton 909 2.0% 96.1% 1.4% 85 1.2% 95.3% 2.4%
Jamestown 228 4.4% 91.7% 3.5% 21 20.0% 80.0% 0.0%
Johnston 1,928 2.7% 95.1% 2.1% 415 3.9% 94.7% 1.5%
Lincoln 501 18.3% 77.6% 4.0% 128 13.5% 84.1% 2.4%
Little 227 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 6 4.0% 94.7% 1.3%
Compton
Middletown 1,315 1.4% 97.4% 0.8% 147 2.1% 92.9% 4.3%
Narragansett 1,085 5.3% 91.3% 3.3% 83 10.8% 83.1% 6.0%
New 22 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 1 0.0% 100.0% 0.0%
Shoreham
Newport 1,653 0.5% 97.4% 1.7% 297 .07% 98.0% 1.4%
North 2,216 3.7% 91.5% 4.6% 218 3.7% 85.3% 11.1%
Kingstown
North 1,136 9.1% 87.2% 3.1% 334 11.7% 86.8% 0.9%
Providence
North 549 7.5% 85.4% 6.4% 151 6.6% 84.2% 8.6%
Smithfield
Pawtucket 2,497 0.7% 98.8% 0.3% 1,028 1.3% 98.0% 0.8%
Portsmouth 1,402 4.7% 87.3% 7.8% 143 2.8% 92.3% 4.9%
Providence 1,715 12.4% 83.6% 3.6% 1,817 21.4% 74.6% 2.4%
Richmond 427 1.9% 97.4% 0.0% 26 0.0% 100.0% 0.0%
Scituate 540 7.8% 86.6% 5.6% 28 0.0% 89.3% 10.7%
Smithfield 1,287 2.8% 91.6% 5.1% 140 1.4% 95.0% 2.9%
South 3,764 2.4% 96.9% 0.5% 467 6.7% 92.4% 0.2%
Kingstown
Tiverton 1,078 11.9% 76.3% 11.9% 61 7.7% 88.0% 4.2%
Warren 1,021 10.2% 87.1% 2.7% 65 9.1% 86.4% 4.5%
Warwick 3,268 7.7% 83.1% 8.3% 489 12.1% 76.0% 11.5%
West 279 2.5% 96.1% 1.4% 26 3.8% 92.3% 3.8%
Greenwich
West 835 6.4% 89.0% 4.0% 93 7.5% 86.0% 5.4%
Warwick
Westerly 602 7.8% 90.7% 1.0% 59 11.9% 84.7% 0.0%
Woonsocket 1,320 10.4% 87.4% 1.8% 486 13.2% 84.9% 1.7%
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